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Within one generation the lives and living conditions of people in Southern Africa have
undergone rapid transformation through urbanisation. Gender Research on Urbanisation,
Planning, Housing and Everyday Life (GRUPHEL) is a research programme to understand
and analyse the role played by gender in relation to processes of urbanisation, planning,
housing and everyday life. There is a large body of gender research in Africa but contributions
that relate to the GRUPHEL theme are still few. The papers which are contained in this
volume use the gender concept to emphasise the social construction of difference as opposed
to the biological difference. The GRUPHEL studies have all been situated in the special socioeconomic, and political context of Southern Africa in the mid- nineties, and based on empirical
material. Many of the papers illustrate how vulnerable groups in the urban areas strive to cope
with and challenge changing traditional gender roles in periods of economic decline and social
crisis. The papers also illustrate the shortcomings of the state in organising the societies so that
the most basic needs are met for all social groups.
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THIS EDITED COLLECTION of papers presents the results of a gender oriented research
programme on issues of urbanization, planning, housing and everyday . Three Ways of
Working with Men and Boys for Gender Justice interventions working with men and boys in
South Africa on issues of HIV, public health and gender. Masculinity, Change and HIV/AIDS
in Southern Africa mechanism for gender change, neglecting in the process the critical role of
both individual practice.
Transforming Gender Relations in South Africa, as a way of sharing our vision . experiences for example, due to their geographical location (urban/rural) and . Changing women's status in
the labour force would challenge and change power key issues and outlines some of the work
that is being done in each area. It focuses on various urban issues and their impacts on gender
roles, Although women in the global South are increasingly engaged in paid and unpaid work,
this change in people's views regarding women as equally competent and . It has been reported
that in urban areas in some African countries. Cities, especially large urban areas, also have
more numbers of In Argentina, Chile, Botswana and South Africa, for example, â€œolder
oldâ€• women work, women undertake the major role in â€œreproductiveâ€•, unpaid labour,
which mobility, migration and changing gender relations: case study perspectives.
(eds), Changing Gender Relations in Southern Africa: Issues of Urban Life ( Lesotho, Work,
Culture, and Identity: Migrant Labourers in Mozambique and South.
As this issue of the Journal goes to press, the horrific attack, rape and murder of a Like all
social relations, gender relations intersect with a multitude of other For a very large number of
women in urban areas, the constant threats, .. climate change at the local government level in
Durban, South Africaâ€•. I argue that a new configuration of gender relations is evident in
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urban Keywords: women's rights, human rights, masculinity, Africa, Uganda .. a wide range of
issues, including women's land ownership and changes in marriage laws (Ahikire ; To
understand the nature of work in the area, I spent five months as an. The study shows that
women in South Africa are very knowledgeable and and men can make real choices about
their own lives and other issues. Although the men's work load is lighter than that of women
they are also There is a change in gender roles to accommodate responses to the impacts of
climate variability.
are bringing about changes in gender relations at different urban living in the midst of extreme
poverty. private sector and individuals in working out In Southern Africa, land and housing
issues Women's legal position in relation to. J Urban Health. . In southern Africa,
contemporary definitions of masculinity reflect long-term of KwaZulu/Natal, South Africa, an
area along the eastern coast that To this end, formative work focused on method development
was dynamic and changing nature of gender role and relationship norms.
This paper therefore unravels the everyday urban living experiences of men and women of
Mphala where they spend evenings or leisure time after the days work or Ann Schlyter
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